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Providence, July 17th, 1826. • 
The Committee of arrangements for the commemoration of the deaths of 

John Adams and Thomas Jefferson, tender to Joseph L. Tillieghast, Esq. 

their thanks for his elegant, appropriate, and impressiye Eulogy, this day 

delivered, and request of him a cop/ for the press. 

WILLIAM LARNED, 
WHEELER MARTIN, 
NATHANIEL SEARLE. 



Providence, July 17th, 1826. 

Oentlimen — Regretting that the performance of which you are pleased to 

speak in terms so flattering is not more worthy of those terms and of the oo 

casion, I yet feel bound to place it at your disposal. 

I am, respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

To William Larnbp, Esq. JOSEPH L. TIL LIN GH AST. 

Whielbr Martin, Esq. 
Nathaniel Seakle, Esq. 
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We. have never met, we probably never shall 1 
meet, upon an - ofccasiotf 1 so aflectingly interests 
ins: ad this: a htist of associations "give to it a sub- 
lime pathos^ a deep and dread Solemnity fhat dis- 
turbs, yet in sofffe degree~delight^ the rout. 2 'Mys'J 
terious and religldus aW Singles steith hertoic recol-* 
lections— the davkness^of sorrow, arid the grave/ 
seem irradiated with strati^ aind ravishing glories.' 
Amazement — so!6tonitjr^-felltaoStsuperstition- i --seeta3f 
to lock tip'the sources of thought, and deny to 
the tongue its office! 'Scarcely have the sounds of 
festivity died upon our e&rs, scarcely have the tu* 
mults of gratitude arid joy, of triumph and of jubP 
lee, subsided in our hearts, when we are again call- 
ed to the temples of our God, surrounded by tR£ 
sad symbols of mourning, to commune amongst oufH 
selves; before Hi to,, upon the signal, the mysterious, 
ly iepe&ted, work of desttii \ Yes,- while the poihjf 
6f profeessions^ bfilffhtened Aurwholle land wittiapteii^ 
flour ; while the voice of' eloquence tf as proclaim? 
ing the tbfls, the trials -the steadfast virtue, the glo* 
riousvifctory, of the asseWbrs of otrr^ Independence;^ 
even then, when the air of our hemisphere shook witli 
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national peals, and with shouts of patriotic rapture, 
the Angel of Death, swift, silent and unseen, passed 
through it, to perform the high behest of God. He 
smote once — he smote twice — and the gifted spirits 
of Adams and Jefler^oo^f^icfh would seem to 
have lingered for that august moment to depart 
% together — were translated. . Xhose names, which 
stand for so much human worth — for so much in- 
tellectual power-^-foc so much, of the history and 
glory, not only of this nation* but . pf the r huiqaa 
race— those names, which, ip the waning of aur 
heroic day„ were united in the generous purauit of 
the same common cause*— which* afterwards, were> 
separated and opposed tp each ofyer by the ftgi- 
tations of a storm . tjxat shook tw<* continents*— 
which* in the tren^iJUUty ef a succeeding; age* 
were again blended on thq tongue' of public 
gratitude, and interchanged in offices of friend 
\f correspondence,— have .now, hj t^e striking, 
the scarcely credible qoiocWePWr-rL bad ?lmost 
said: unity, of their triumphant flight, become 
consecrated upoa we and the same tablet of won- 
derful story* and indtssQlutyy and delightfully 
unitied &u: immortality. 

What is there in the cirU history of thin wofrid« 
*I»tift there that ** orerwrou jbt i« iag maUp», uu. 
Supported by th$ *«tu&]L «re«^ cwW $ggg£&»ta 
e^uaiUhe, simple a»4 sqbdqipg dignity qf jh/e feet* 
w« are. cpntepplaiwg?; The heart- feafo,. & jw> 
ceiv<?s, it acknowledge vww^e thap Japgpagp ,has 
fhf mean* oiC eiprewipg. It wdto w tfie rwm&^ 



tatiens of OveiTttTiAgn Power, ' ft> iftacaphe in tta 
eoMeetion of taortttl destinies with the immortal 
Se^ignA of a tortigniOnitii potency In the midst of 
wfeeping, it resolves tfnd rejjorces to believe that the 
tfrgirt silver <ee*d which > still held our venerable 
benefactors to the scene - dt their past gior y, wa* 
touched, land severed) at the just and most accepta- 
ble r&omerrt, hy the ver^ finger ^f their Father and 
fteirGodi Tbtei* las^tti6l%bte were not occupied 
lite those of Gassar, with *be *are to fall With dig* 
ttity. Thfcy cartfc that eare upon Mm in whose 
hands was ttae breath of their nostrils. The^ fell 
not like fipatniftOiidas, sternly rejoicing in a victory 
fetal to all hut the fame of his country. They wit* 
nested both the feme and the felicity of theirs. The 
day wbieh rounded the circle of fifty years from 
that an which they had prodtrced the immortal de- 
claration that their •country was, and of right ought 
to be, a nation— the day *f that, nation's first great 
jubilee* marked bjr prosperity mail freedom and 
honour* signalled by gratitude mA Joy, h*&Uktri* 
*edt They heard the inspiring Echoes tfbtft m*» 
Bounced its dawg. They saw the children Cbftdven 
of thdse who were 'Children with them, minting in 
the ttranly amy of a virtuous po^^lon,c<^ratfn^ . 
the sources of ttft&ferfl liap£>hes& »aud gtoi?. ' TheJ 
fcrtew that tt^irwrh^n tore A Were tin ffie tongues x£ 
their ^ow^rytnett. T^he thoughfe, J the hekrts of 
twelve mflfiens of freemen were, at the -same mo* 
ttent, concentrated upon them. What was there 
jaoreto watt for ?~*A place had been assigned them 
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to.: the order of icelebratiooHaijdia; respectful . eater 
mops had reached, them jtp |je IBrHftpfct ifa* Q*pU<?J 
pf the empire they had^elpj^d.^n^iadqi-Aed &*»fl 
assisted to ...Sjave,,. BAt,^ s s|y^R^yP^ l iHo,ce : ;^u| 
import, tl*e -Fiat-pf thCiMoBt^l^^^e^Ltft.cdH 
thein v \viih bqa>b|e.faith,let ; ya:,8a£t tpjanpjher, »ftp4 
$ better county It .yaft&qfc foftthem |Q t ,)btf&»|(QrWM9 
fjjth the honours o(i30ii}i«Qnvgf^t|iiiEss,^pe©. tJUe 
Jid.e^.Qf an admiring; qr-ftWd;. -ifiyt :the}r,< ; Boj*ri»g 
spirit^ almost .withput ft ^gBps it »m_ay, be. said,- iWettf 
wajtted to heaven uppa^tbe jacfllamatio^is-qf a.£$e 
and mighty nation, .T^SiJo djevJn^s^Bsioq^of 
the still clear and uncloqded ra J yi < pf;ia.tellect.j iwitr 
nesses of theconsmnma^iqn ofa}| Uiat^heiryQuthfui 
spirits had hoped to achieve aiuf to wj)i)£p0+-3Jfe£h$ 
midst of an august comm$morptiorf whietyj toW ; tfyeta 
that all wjas accomplished— th^t they.tjad triumphed 
in tim? and forever — that fhfiir labours were felt; and 
repaid in the happiness ^ui^ gratitude of. their tfper 
qies— thus to depart, re-united,' recpncjled, afnd 
companions in their passage frqm these, triumph of 
tuqe to (,hose pf eteroity-^was #<:oj)summ&iipn wljich* 
liowevpj they might hay&bpeft inspired to jvj&h for 
as pqssible, theycpuld hardly, &ave hpped as proba- 
ble. J&p^nt : jrojtaty ffilljW^diffie^Jtjr brieve 
fcat.it w^ r s«), L.frgjftfi^ff wMw€.4ay fe^&lnia 
pj ace,, imp rave it for ^e ^onfirn^tion pretty? faitb, 
far our; encouragement; and. Consolation. j>Let us 
discard the cold Galcujatjons of chance, ket u? 
be willing to,see in it the . - manifestation of the 
same Divine Providence without whose aid the 
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fiifcrims bad (perished, Wlthdtt whoSt* 6\tftOi'>68Lt!ti 

atodaltnost obviously throw* ftooiit -fertfi; ©w# Wwi^ 

ritatdtr bad died open ffy# ^scafibfd i Whose feye" 

marks but A <$M!rrse*br the examples' of human kind, 

suttounds tttStt wifb a felicity of ^rCuraBtarice8 v 

that tatty stimulate successive ettfutatioti, and ; a(^ 

tioistnddatJeB tnefr destinies (a «he .grarideut 6f ttte 

designs- 'for wliidh He moulded their *fiaracte'fc. : 

Let u*see iff it the assurance/that wMewe c!beti& 

the principles Upoft which, uriderbis Divide appMtoM 

bation, this -newly risen empire was founded, He" 

win stilt make himself known to us* fcnd stay iW 

With his staff; and comfort us with his eountenartt*; 

It is singular that 5 the deaths <jf so many" of IBe* 

most distinguished IbittMtets of out itt^p^riderrt^ 

should have taken place at periods which • fifty 

would, perhaps, themselves' have' selected as most 

felicitous, franklin lived td S«te (he 1 eStabfiShineml 

Of his philosophy, and of hb COUHtty— he saw, too* 

the effiugent moTtting 6f CtoHfc freedom, of woIcd" 

be had also bee~n tbe distinguish p^olie^r,. arid 

died undisturbed by fit glimpse 1 of tno disasters 

which there «ti*ued upon the departure front 'his 

dage principled and precepts, ^astfingrott, aflfttfsf 

race'df unequalled glory, died At the 'ftC*d, again; 

of the American armies*, bating seen ra&esdrofiy 

ttraintatfieti that pfoClawaiitti df neutrality op'ofi 

wbichhe'bel^vexl th^f^lvatlottof hwco^htryh^d' 

depended, and 1 into Which be Bad thrdwti ift& Whofe 

Weight Of hfr august character*. "Abates arid Jeflfe& 

son, with the 'sagacity of statesmen, irnight' cfesrre ' a* 

2 



IP 

long experiment-t-such they have enjoyed. t Blest 
with a* patriarchal length of days, which segmed, 
in their persons, to connect posterity with antiquity, 
witnessing the undisturbed operations qf the. prin- 
ciples of a free government upon a generation en- 
tirely new, and over populous region? whose. whole 
ttysfory is subsequent to their establishment, they 
hav v e departed satisfied and assured; leaving us 
experienced and not inglorious in our own applica- 
tion qf those principles: While the very shouts 
tjiat ascended with them to the skies, were repeat- 
ing to them the convictions of their own hearts, 
tt^t the foundations of. the American empire are 
firm .as the rocky bases of the Alleghanies, its 
resources exhaustless as the floods of the Missis- 
sippi. 

On this occasion you do not expect, nor would 
tjme permit me to offer a detailed account of 
even the most important events in the lives of these 
illustrious dead. But, indeed, what need have we 
of biographical details ? The history Qf the age in 
which they lived is their biography. Their genius 
and their characters are stamped, with an indelible 
impressiop, upon the monuments and imperishable 
institutions of that age: — an age pregnant with im- 
provement— big with unexampled events— in com- 
parison with which the commotions of the Grecian 
Commonwealths and the conflicts of the Roman 

; I » ■ ■ ■ 

World, when estimated by the canons of legitimate 
glory, shrink intp ; insignificance : — an age not usher- 
ed in by earthquakes, nor foreshown by portents in 
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tWe skies— but prep&red and announced . by prddi- 
giesi of ihore' significant augury— -by" fheTiirth of a' 
rafce pPmeti Whose souls seemed filled with a larger 
portidn'of that divine force whifch should fit them 
for ity ! g^eat occasions— while the magnitude and 
exigenfeies of those occasions would, with recipro- 
cal : igencyi add strength arid hardihood to the 
char&cteite called to grapple with' them. 
4 Till a late period, even after' provocation llad 
in some instances roused resistance, most oftl(e 
coloriists still loved to consider England, like Jh'd 
Palestine* "6f dispersed Israel, the home pf tli^Jt' 
prigfo and of their possible return. This relicju^bf 
pious affection, and the negligent provision of Ve.arfi- 
etf institutions here, made it a common desire of 
fathers to send the sons of their hopes home i& En- 
gland for education. Happily, neither Adams^n'or 
Jefferson were subjected" to" ihis transportation! 
They Bad but otie home, and h 'was here. Tneir 
undivided hearts knew but one country, and it wafc 
this. The stamina of their souls, as well as of their 
frames; wigre purely and wholly American.' /Pf om 
infancy, their bosom k inhaled health and freedom 
among the hills, the Streams and forests of their na- 
tive land. Receiving academical honours, the one 
at Harvard, the other at William and Mary— exer- 
cising the native resources and activity which dis- 
tinguish minds destined to control or enlighten 
other minds, they overcame all the obstacles to. 
knowledge, and were each, at an early age, among 
the most learned of their day. 
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The descent of Adams was direct from the Pilgrim 
stock j and if spirits have inheritable qualities, he 
surely w^a an instance. Those original ^n4 wl> wd- 
Ingtfaiterwhijeh marked that high SQuled raceibr 
daring enterprise and searching tpial — their ubpodt 
quefable perseveranqie-^their simple grandei^selt- 
SupjMied and self-upheld— -their undented . jgljfoiice 
upon internal resou? $e,and never filing PrpTiden^ei 
^rene trig. They might be distinctly traced as sour- 
ces of his greatness and of bis various fortunes. 
J^W was all their lofty enthusi*sm-^their humble 
^p0. pflfecting piety. tJia w^ their intrepid recti* 
Jjja.fcpfr heart, above fliaguise* unable to comprehend 
ltfLU^es* impatient at witnessing, but incapable of 
(?anng it. To all theft low of science fund hatred 
ojt oppression^ hp added intellectual yisioQ that 
took in a wider horizon, an ardour for improvement 
that embraced the human race, (t was the delight 
of Imp youth tp study and compare the finest and 
freest forms of government which the world bad yet 
sepa reduced to practice. In th^simpR structure 
ftf. thp ancient commonwje^Jths ?ind in the v thepret|r 
pally > balanced forces of the British Cqnpt Uution t 
he saw much to admire and cherish. $ut hi& mind 
perceived and. .dwelt upon a. system in whicfj liberty 
iQight _njore largely tespir^ and anarchy m the 
one hand, and despotism on the other t be more 
faithfully excluded. Thq works vhieh in late* 
y^ars be published — bis defence of the American 
Constitutions, a> treatise admired and feared in Eu- 
rope for the originality aqd irrefutable truth of its 



!iw»bfp^ Wg^toflftt ftg*w«fc British 4tapre&wnenUH* 
K>d^,>aMtf*S poHftic^>vv4fHA«^ which patriotisms 
v$wl duty tow wi^faomkm, we ivephte vtiih 
ev##ice tM feep 3fld twrel&iuog . rafleciioa opta 
tb9»PRWJiptfls pf G wfcwniwtt »d of fhum&n mature 
WM& baje^pgled jKhbt tfe# earliest hahHa of his 
HUpd, ftflftpwg thq very gerttie of youthful thought 
0*jv<H»«g hiwselfte jthe profession of the La**! he 
fittlti rated ; J^quenctei botb ae necessary Lto ; pco* 
ftf9$iontd $uQe$69, eiid r to the influence which he 
wiWtie^ to #mj>)^ to rapel the attempts 'upon the 
isigbtetff tbfc Goloniet. And when, at the bar* or in 
Ftpue&HalU ;b& ¥oi<e#i w*s raised for right, or as* 
sailed thfl e^bfchKi&ifepof power, hie elequbiie^ 
partook of the gpe&t elements of his character :■«+* 
k iw bpld* rapid? i vehement, < djeep. ;>— studying* 
at*ying friv »o omaBfterit:— ilike the.. great catdr 
ract^wbpse ramb*>wa are but bright drops dashed 
from* * V ee P ; tf,fl*» *bioh. wears way rod*. 
With * ,prophetV eye h§ ww the d4rk*anfl stormy 
*t*ne& through ^Qblay4be path of hia counter 
to her bright iifestiny* afcd ■'» feeling -thqt bis post 
c#gbi tp be that of decisive action, he Reclined the 
ttt>iwfcbte #ta4Wi of Chief Justice of the Colony, to 
wbieb at an *ariy i age* be ; was apfpinbnL Rqpre* 
Bentifigt&e tow** of Boston in the provincial asaem-r 
Wy fo* .,{$ veral year? piwipu* |$ tbe cprtwqiKWi 
owotpf tfw great juggle, jtitfe all .tbe ferrwr^ 
foith and tbe 6r<? pf gepiw* be aRBJfted (p pbppr s#4 
sustain bi# cpHtfitppRtfi % ft? woffictv < A* tois pp? 
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riod an incident of bis life standrt oftt in befrotiful 
relief, and marks a character of 'mdre than Romtfri 
firmness :■ It is his defence of the soldiers charged 
with the murder of the unhappy men Who fell in 
what is called the Boston massacre of 1770. When 
Cicero was called to the defence of bis friend, a. 
man, too, of power and influence, from a similar 
charge in Rome, the clamours of a disapproving 
populace shook the firmness 'that had saved the 
" eternal city" — his tongue faltered, and his friend 
was banished. But Adams did not falter. In vain 
were political standing and popular favour sug- 
gested as motives to desist. In vain - was private 
friendship, anxious that he should atoid the 
peril of- bis future prospects. Inflexible in ad- 
herence to the high principles of his profession;' un- 
compromising upon a question of justice ; knowing 
that the right to a full and fair trial was one- of the 
dearest for which his Country ought to contend ; be 
could not listen to the voice of private friendship 
against the call of a great public duty. And popu- 
lar favour, dear as it was to his heart, and valuable 
for his purposes, he asked not at tbe expense of in' 
dependent principle. He spoke with tbe same abili- 
ty he bad exerted for freedom. The acquittal of 
tbe prisoners way a memorable triumph of American" 
justice. Their advocate soon regained his popu- 
larity with increased confidence in his manly prln- 
:iples. He was elected a member of the Gover- 
3 council — but the Governor (Gage) paid to his 
I bis influence a merited compliment) 




in refusjog to sanction the election. Meantime the 
Bigoa.Qf tbfi coming times were gathering on every 
hand; a beacon light had brok$ forth from a sister 
colony,:— the qctise of preparation increased— the 
decisive blow was struck. The smoke of that 
blood-offering of Freedom which was to awaken na- 
tions to tempestuous conflict and sever more than 
one mighty Empire, ascended from the turf of Lex- 
ington. But though affected by the deeper gloom 
and awful realities that had arrived, the counte- 
nance of Adams was seen to brighten with pride 
and joy, that his countrymen had laced the British 
fire — had returned it — had driven their assailants 
back to their barracks with loss and shame. Thence-' 
forward, the theme of his thoughts and efforts was 
unconditional separation. The suggestion of Inde- 
pendence, which had been made to a member of 
Congress by Greene, the hero of Rhode-Island, 
touched the very chord of his soul which was rea- 
dy to sound that note throughout America. When 
all was ripe for the august act he with salutary sa- 
gacity, yielded to a distinguished delegate from the 
great, state- of Virginia, Richard Henry Lee, the 
honour of proposing it in Congress. He seconded 
the motion. He made it his province to see; that it 
shoyld pass. During the twenty-four days that it 
was pending, he urged it with his resistless elo- 
quence an*}, commanding influence, iu public debate, 
in private conversation, strengthening the boldest, 
encquragipg the cautious, disarming the dark and 
glqomy period of its terrors, pour t raying the hopes, 



the supports, the splendours that mtfst easufc. - No 
mind wa? more deeply impressed frith the magni- 
tude of the measure, its consequences upon other 
nations, its titles to everlasting commemoration in 
our own. Aware of what it would cdstto maintain it, 
looking, undismayed, tbroerghthe dark and trotibted 
means, his eye was intensely fixed, With the confi- 
dence of inspiration, upon the glorious end. Hid 
political sagacity and science, his powers of per- 
suasion, his enthusiastic ; activity marked hrm as a 
proper instrument to acquire for bis country the 
sympathy of the good, the aid and alliance of the 
great. For her he traversed the Atlantic as one df 
those illustrious commissioners who appeared in 
Europe, the heralds to the old World df the resplen- 
dent constellation Whidh had risen ki (be horizon 
of the new. To that constellation he directed the 
eyes of philosophers and statesmen, ad to the light 
fend hope and promise of the universe. The lead- 
ing courts of Europe felt and acknowledged his elo- 
quence. In the alliance of France he but assisted 
— that of Holland was his sole work. But the joy 
of his soul was full, when, with his associates, hd 
signed the provisional and definitive treaties with 
Great Britain, by which peace was restored to hid 
country with an unconditional recognition df its in- 
dependent rights. He was the first American who, 
ceasing to be a subject, spoke to the head of the 
British Empire as the representative df an equal 
nation. In that court where his name had been de- 
nounced as a rebel, face to face with* majesty, in a 
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conversation worthy the dignity of the situation, he 
received from the British King an acknowledge- 
ment of his upright and patriotic sentiments, with 
a pledge of respect for the nation that trusted him. 
The honours which his countrymen successively in 
the fulness of. time conferred upon him, proved the 
depth of their affection and their estimate > of his 
wisdom: — honours, by the side of which the splen- 
dours of courts and coronets and crowns, brighter 
ing the crests of their accidental possessors, fade 
like the tapers of a revel in the beams of morning. 
The work) has as yet prepared no station of digni- 
ty for the illustrious of our race that can compare 
with the Presidency of this great, fr$e, intelligent 
nation ■;— none that supposes so much acknowledged 
greatness of mind, so pure and . tried an integrity, 
so many public services and benefactions. Yet this 
fortunate man, living to repeat his high fortunes in 
the person of an illustrious and affectionate descend- 
ant, may be said twice to have enjoyed, with equally 
vivid perception, this supreme dignity; and prober 
bly the latter enjoyment has been frtfugbA with 
more pure and unalloyed delight than thfe former. 
fie has felt the tide of honour flowing baek>to bifn. 
from his posterity, and lived to inherit, glory from 
his 'heir. 

The 'imagination can hardly rest upon an object of 
sublimer interest than an American President, re- 
tired from his, high station, to participate, with the 
•perfeot equality of a citizen, in the private conse- 
quences of the events he has caused or controlled. 
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Consecrated by the associations of departed power 
and tested worth, he Btands amongst his fellow men 
the noble image of republican simplicity, suggesting 
to the imagination all thai is grand in act or subvene? 
ly delightful in repose. Such was. the Sage w/hamade 
the shades- of Qumqy Use. scene of his continued 
usefulness, and the resort: of a referential pilgrim? 
age qf his- couatryinetft* The. fervour ef-hia. mind 
and heart was still poured forth ir* berefectmaa* 
Bleat with the means of good,, he did net spa** tha 
0s6. His munificence stimulated puMig improve* 
me&te and aided in the erection, of temples to his 
©ad.- ■ Sis private charity,, prompted aid directed 
by the pare precepts of chnsiianiiyv sought at t and 
tetieved the children of distress Gratified hjr tha 
continued testimonials of his fellow ckrzeas* whom 
lie regarded and affectionately blessed, nather aa 
his ehild*e»y~nerain&tod far Governor of his n*t 
five- state, and elected to preside ewer the oftuasets 
that -reformed her constitutions be. yet declined to 
participate agein in political action*. Wot that; his 
taind had tost the excitements of patriotic interest; 
Those* who visited him nearly at the termination 
tof his coarse* found him still ready, to. kindle at tfte 
epiri tarring themes of the revohitidt*~stiH cher* 
ishing his primeval fire under the snows of Aim*: 
But he had wilqesbed the stability df.hffi country's 
glory ; — be had eoatttbated hie great arid iUnstiftowa 
share of human action ;<~he humbly believed his 
peace was-H&ade with* heaven^aad with patient 
hope be waited for beaverta wilito be doM ttponibis 
decaying body. The will of heaveithas been done. 
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Mrevkinti af Jetpckson, was a rare combination of 
miM, bdt great and Useful qualities.. With a heart 
dBtplysstodeptirtde tothebappiness and misery of hi* 
specie*, ( be eairl y ttaroted hiriiself to the studies 
that anight ejopoweF bis miad to ameliorate the one 
and ad+aoce tfce othtt. Philanthropy and Phitosfc* 
phy were the betiigo powers upon trhese altars be 
sacrificed with youthful ardoors and Patriotism 
and Pofittes were, in his regard, but included pot*-* 
does of thole great leading 'prinorples *of his mufe 
in tbealUxKxp af solitary study, aided by few and 
bnpetfect lights, his capacious mind loved to invest 
tigatetbe wondeHal works of the {hreatoh, to range 
through the faistotfy of man in all his Xevolttfusm and 
relation*, to muster Iris secret springs of action tad 
this sources of his good and evil; Eloquence wad 
his, yet Hot so iftucfa of the tongue as of the pirn} 
He uttered to the eye bis high toiled tbraghtii^ 
thnoegh the medium of a style remarkable for the 
elegance, the rich flow of music and taautyt thtf 
inspiring loftiness* of its expression* But just arii* 
fed to the age of manhood lie was Seated in the 
legislature *f Virgihia ; and the great alterations kj> 
the intftitetians 4>f that states changing tfaeta to a ifcof e 
purely repubDcai* ehat-aeter, are principally arttis 
bwt»bte to bita. Stnamoiied froai these iawurto 
arid eftftgenial labodrs bt legislation, by the ftgita- 
tibns of the oomitf, anil the sail of t*atfietit«& fe* 
the 4hofctast talents -trf the lattl, hid exertions, bis 
animated bppeate* Wei* &dtt$ffafe to the oeoasiefi; 
With tftiJptttftffttt «A^f hiatw*^ he entered *W 
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continental congress one year previous to the -agita- 
tion of that momentous question which has en* 
balmed his name with its own immortality. Un- 
practised in debate, but prompt, fertile and judicious 
if* the committee room, his salutary vigour was felt 
at the springs of action. When we look back 
upon the great transactions of these times, the 
mind must be impressed with gratitude for the very 
differences and oppositions of character, talent, 
sentiment . and education, which combined in one 
enthusiasm of purpose, and were adapted by those 
differences to each distinct part in the one sublime 
whole. The committee appointed to announce to 
the world, with becoming dignity, the principles 
and motives uppn which a new nation, that should 
be among the i mightiest, was to advance into' the 
order of empires, were Jefferson, Adams, Franklin, 
Sherman and Livingston. When will the world 
again see such a combination of talent and charac- 
ter discussing such a theme ? It is one of thea4 
sublimities which nature produces perfect, and 
but once! This committee selected Adams and 
Jefferson for the draught of a Declaration. Each 
of these magnanimously preferred the other, for the 
task — but Adams prevailed with the Chairman, the 
master of so felicitous a pen-^and Jeffersoii per* 
focmed it. Charmed with his production, the 
committee without altering a word reported it to 
Congress. There, besides some minor alterations, 
two of its eloquent passages were omitted. One 
from prudent deference to the feelings of the South 
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—the other probably for brevity. The first is that 
itodignant clause in which the introduction, by 
Great Britain, of African Slavery into the colonies 
is assigned as one of the oppressions exercised; 
upon this country. Singular as it may seem, this 
Native of Virginia, rising above the prejudices that 
surrounded him, and generously alive to the suffer- 
ing* of man, of whatever complexion, under what- 
ever pretext, was the first known writer in the 
English language who denounced the African Slave 
trade as a piratical warfare against human nature : 
and by inserting the sentiment in the Declara- 
tion of Independence, he would have sanctioned it 
among the original principles of our government 
Happily he lived to see it adopted by the Legislature 
of the Union, in that statute which pronounces this 
detestable traffic piracy. The other passage omit- 
ted contains that proud bat pathetic.allusion to what 
might have been the British Empire, but for the 
infatuation of the rulers and people of England : 
"We might have been a free and a great people 
^.together; but a communication, of grandeur and 
4 ' freedom, it seems, is below their dignity* Be it 
*t«oi since they will have it. The road to happt* 
^nescf apd to glory is open to ustoo* We will 
*f climb it apart from them, and acquiesce , in • the 
^necessity . which denounces our eternal separa* 
w tiott." With little other variation, and subscribed 
by the heroic men who had already avowed its 
sentiments and called for its production, this Debit 
/rtate paper ,wqMt to the world as it ctuae? from -. the 
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hands of its Author : and it remains, for the admira- 
tion of ages, a majestic monument of the trattai «f 
freedom and of nature— of intrepid M&devetian 
—of faigh»seuied honour, pledged and redeemed kl 
ite support : oar which the oppressed of every* clime 
my read their lights and the virtues which will 
render them triumphant 

When ttm South was becoming the treaMed 
theatre of war in which our Green© whs to exhibit 
the triumphs of Genius over Fortune, Wt^imm, 
mindful of the exalted service© of Jefferson* dieted 
him to succeed Patrick Henry as her Coventor} 
her confidence was not misplaced : in the darkest 
period of the Southern war, shd was repaid by the 
resources of his mind arid the constant^ of ibkk 
heart But the mind of tbte great man still fciiild 
time to cultivate science, and to make that soietee 
subservient to hia country'* honour. ' His nates on 
Virginia advanced the literary deputation of Aeb*i* 
ca, and by triumphant argument *ii*i eloquences 
and science, with which Europe was enriched and 
instructed, refoted feer calumny against the tattaal 
productions of the new world; Besides the great 
concern of civil liberty; his thought* we#e betit 
Open the establishment of pertfect liberty tenhe 
affairs of religion Be revolted from th<r absurd fr 
ties as welt a* the onteitie* of thfct bigotry which; 
whether by tortures or disqualifications, wotfld 
mould the spirit of one man by the faith of -afiother. 
Emulating the great example of Roger WtttiMMS, 
he drew up that cteafr and eloquent declaration of 
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religious freedom \vjwh, in 1786, was enacted bj 
the legislature of Virginia : and witb mile rariar 
tien it bfcsnae {he farn^jn which our ovm state hat 
Gbosfu tQ clothe thai glorious principle which, aha 
wa* th$ tes\ t& pipctpce and proclaim* to the worhjt 
Former examples jnay justify the remark tbftt 
republics are yi^ateful-~-4>ut tins rcpUic has 
abewp herself wetxoepti * 1 to all: the m&ptijga that 
derogate from Jhp Jraauiy of freedwo. To her 
gqbjjft servants she fyas not he en, *be will opt bet 
«r^r^efuk~nor did sfee feugpt *h# wny titles ef 
tbJ3 di$tijD£iii&bed iodividuaJ Jto her neapec* and 
g/abitude* Jo al)L the gpacfetioqa ff her piibtte 
ifi^ta, few the.tim* he appealed betmaister in 
Ficfff^j tUi he relinquished tbs ejteGq&e ewejr 
qv;eR jier <enWged tecritoiry, sheawiUaijed>to repajjF 
\^it^ eon^enpe the philanthropy jeuid fieaJ aw A 
which -fap Ifthoafiedi for: hwnan h^PP¥Wa.< -Wig* 
heittdr*t*ced fwm4he c<^^K>ti<m* a^ ^<^&^ 
oif pqliticaV life, his benevolent aetwHy atilb f<mad 
object** worthy of its ep&plojpient. The: Uf%wewlt^ 
of Vii^iftia, reared b^ bi$ auspices a?d taeriieas, 
i* a; sjgqal instance o£ hi* arafoun for tto teteUectm/ 
aJh ^4 vawement of the. youth erf hia owatf^ Hb 
wm dilapidated waU% «vtftq«sik thai gfttereaa r flew 
#£ hospitality and charity whicA di*i«ed4h* fou» 
inp ..wbiles it sheeted the* swrowding; .fcegiom 
That be was Jeft to a *io*«ei)kV f^jf^cttdfefrief 
pe*w»ary distress, j& a pw>&J ead hwrilietihg 
consider ai ion, t Yetifcseffwad t*jg^e to hi*j tffasng 
ejes^ a$ $#ctiag pgotf #f the mvaiftnefe i*o£ Jas 
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Countrymen, and of the generous sympathies with 
which they -were hastening to make smooth his 
patriarchal pillow. But he was not left to the 
ministrations of human sympathy. By a sublime 
dispensation he has been suddenly, and with unim- 
paired dignity, provided for forever. 

To compare the respective merits of these illus- 
trious men, their peculiar traits of mind and heart, 
their points of difference and resemblance, might 
be a pleasing, and, for some purposes, a profitable 
task. : But neither Would time now permit, nor is it 
in any respect necessary for a distinct perception 
of their separate and individual greatness. The 
character of each has sufficient materials for glory; 
there needs no light of contrast, much less thfe illus- 
tration of the one at the expense of the other. 
Had each of them died when the Declaration of 
Independence, was proclaimed at the cannon's 
mouth as the voice of their country, they had each, 
even then, done enough for fame and gratitude. 
The great events of their respective administra- 
tions, which form so interesting a part of the 
history of this and other nations, it is the province 
of history to record. We are here to mourn the 
dead, to call to mind their titles to our gratitude, to 
acknowledge the Divine Goodness in raising up 
such champions of our Israel, to muse upon the 
adorable displays of his Providence. 
; But it may be asked, had these great men no faults ? 
To which t may reply, were they not men ? shall we 
reproach the vivifying sun for the ardour of bis 
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beams ; — or explore the beautiful vault of the sky for 
a vapour to carp at ? To say that the characteristic 
principles of action which 1 have noticed might at 
times, though guided by pure intentions, leave 
something for the censure of their own after judg- 
ments, is but to say that they possessed the qualities 
which constitute their greatness and our pride, 
subject to the laws of humanity. Had it been 
otherwise, our sympathies must have ceased where 
our worship commenced. But let such as would 
" Draw their frailties from their dread abode, where 
they alike in trembling hope repose,*' remember, 
that it is the prerogative of virtue like theirs, that 
the tomb, which cannot contain its glory, closes 
upon its imperfections forever. 

Heaven seems to have marked these Patriots, 
f om their first meeting, for a course of coincidences 
as unexampled as brilliant. When they first met in 
congress, each, in the two distant and leading 
provinces, had been simultaneously active in the 
same great cause ; each had acquired similar per- 
sonal influence and sustained the same representa- 
tive character. When they met, they seemed 
intuitively to understand each other, and by their 
frank, explicit and heroip traits of character each, 
tib use the very expression of Adams, "seized upon 
the heart" of the other. This hold, early and 
strongly taken, seems never even under, the most 
trying occurrences to have been relinquished by 
either. Even when competitors they appear not to 

ktive been' wemies. Together in producing the 

4 
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act of Independence ; together in the commission to 
Europe upon the return of peace; together in the 
negotiations there which marked out and guarded 
for our commerce its thousand paths around the 
globe; — together in the Prussian treaty, important 
for claiming and securing the freedom of the freight 
by the freedom of the ship ; together in the first ad- 
ministration under the constitution, together in the 
votes of electoral colleges for President and Vice 
President; together after their retirement in a corres- 
pondence of friendly reminiscences and anticipa- 
tions: — together in the sublime visitation of death ; v 
and together in the solemn commemorations of 
their country : — together honoured and together 
mourned. Even that great tempest which broke 
from Europe to agitate the remotest portions of the 
world — big with portents of strange and fiery as- 
pect ; that broke up the great deeps of the moral 
and political elements, shaking down the strong 
holds of opinion, and overwhelming foe structures 
of time; that storm in which the friendship of Fox 
aiid Burke was wrecked forever — that, by .the 
agitation of its waves, swept men from each other's 
side before they were aware — though it threw for 
a time the two great lights of our hemisphere 
into opposite quarters of the horizon, yet did 
not dim the lustre of either, nor extinguish the 
secret warmth that each still cherished and 
preserved for mutual participation. It exhibit- 
ed them in a new and affecting position— as if 
born to demonstrate the triumphant strepgth 
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of that noble structure which they had united to 
rear, under every species of trial to which it could 
be subjected : as if destined to prove each spring 
of power in the great machine, to ascertain and ex- 
hibit every modification of policy, that by combi- 
nation or selection might contribute to their coun- 
try's future welfare. And it may not be the least 
useful of the reflections awakened by their signal 
union in death, that their apparent differences must 
have flowed from the harmony of the great design for 
which they were created : that their successive as 
well as their united labours have been followed by 
prosperity and glory: that the judgements of short- 
sighted man cannot fathom the heart of his fellow, 
nor know how far it is enlightened and warmed by 
the approving smile of heaven. And if a relique of 
the bitterness of long past times could possibly have 
survived in any bosom till now, [ would have said, 
here is the place to bury it. Let the heart that 
cherishes here surrender it a trophy for the two- 
fold tomb ; or rather, touched in that heart by the' 
sacred light that descends in this august visitation, 
let the relique burn as a peace offering, and the 
illustrious spirits, new born in heaven, be refreshed 
by the sacrifice. 

There is another view in which the era of the trans- 
lation of these patriarchs is striking. It is the solemn 
termination of one great epoch of our Republic- 
it is the sublime commencement of another. From 
this point of elevation it throws forward the beams 
of a high and sacred augury over the future. The 
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years of a second Jubilee have begun their course. 
Few of us may hope to see the completion of that 
great circle of time : — ut it is the part of all of us 
to endeavour to render the distant day of its cele- 
bration a day of unabated joy and pride to our 
posterity. This we may do by cultivating the prin- 
ciples, as we cherish the memories, of the illustri- 
ous dead. This we may do by treasuring in our 
hearts the kindly feelings, the charities, the mutual 
forbearance and the mutual encouragements to 
patriotism and honour, which this affecting occa- 
sion so emphatically suggests. And should dark- 
ness cast its shadows across the bright career of 
our beloved country — should dangers gather around 
it to threaten its happiness, its glory, its indepen- 
dence, the fruit of so much greatness, defended by 
so much blood, guarded by the shades of so many 
eainted Patriots, protected by so much heavenly in- 
terposition — let us in the time of trial, look back 
upon the solemn auspices of our first jubilee — let us 
call to mind what God hath done, in life and in 
death, for these departed Patriarchs — let us put our 
trust in Him who gave to our fathers the triumph and. 
the victory— and we shall triumph. 
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